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In association with 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Renewable energies and specifically the type of wind turbines you are going for will 
need planning permission before you start creating your own power! 
 
The planning departments are there to regulate, enhance and regenerate the areas 
we live and work in. 
 
It is often said that Planning Officers look at the ‘big picture’ to best determine 
developments that will impact on an area, your area. 
 
This guide has been put together by planning professionals to aid you with gaining 
planning permission. We hope by following our advice and that of your local planning 
department, you will get planning approval for your wind turbine. Indeed you will be 
contributing to the ‘bigger picture’ of reducing our impact on the environment. 
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Who is my planning department? 

The first thing you will have to identify is whom you will apply to for planning 

permission. 

Your Council is the one you pay council tax to and who are responsible for your 

refuse collection. To find out who this is you can go to the website, 

www.planningportal.gov.uk, click on the tab, ‘Local information’ and then type in 

your postcode. This will bring up your council and links to their web page. 

Your Site 

Once we have worked together to find the best location for your wind turbine to generate 

the optimum levels of power, you will need to think about: 

• Who can see the turbine 

• Where you live: is it in a conservation area or is your building a ‘listed building’? 

• Neighbours concerns in relation to siting, appearance and noise. With regards to 

noise, Most of the noise associated with larger-scale wind turbines comes from the 

gearbox located inside the nacelle (head). The wind turbines designed by Proven 

have no gearbox; therefore there is no mechanical noise. Appendix 1 gives you a 

valid statement in relation to noise which you can use in pre-application consultation 

and in your planning application 

 

Have a think about the points above; remember anybody who builds something will have 

an impact on the whole area. This is your chance to see what your neighbours and 

friends think and your chance to discuss your plans and ideas. 
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Land Designation and Planning Policy 

National 

Planning Policy Statement 22 (PPS22) is the English guidance in relation to renewable 

energies. This is partly designed to enable the planning system to be proactive in delivering 

the Government’s policy on energy as set out in the Energy White Paper. If you would like 

to look at this, you can find it at www.communities.gov.uk. This government website has all 

the information on national planning policy. 

 
National planning policies influences regional and local planning policies. The aim is for each 
tier of guidance to complement the other. 

Local 

All Local authorities have Local Development Documents that are used to help the planning 

department decide on planning applications.  

Sometimes the policy will mean there are stricter controls on development in an area. 

These include green belt land, conservation areas, sites of special scientific interest (SSSI’s) 

and proximity to Listed Buildings to name the most common. If this does apply to you, you 

may need to fill in additional application forms, but we’ll look at these later on in this pack, 

just in case.  

To find out if these controls apply to you, contact you local council or give us a call, our 

details are in the pack. 
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Before Applying 

Once we have established your site is suitable for a wind turbine, the next step is planning 

permission. Remember that whilst you are going to make a positive impact for the 

environment you will also be building something new in the area you live or work in.  It is 

often the case that your choice to locate to your area was partly based on the build and 

natural environment,  which is probably true for your neighbours, therefore: 

 

1. Be sure what size of turbine you will be purchasing, as this will be very important to 

you planning application. 

 

 

From right to left Proven 2.5kW on a 6.5m tower. Proven 6kW on 9m 

tower, 6ft tall man and a 15kW on 15m tower 
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2. Talk to your neighbours about your plans. Give them a good idea of the scale of 

the development and its location. It might be a good idea to refer them to existing 

turbines that they could look at either in person or on line (try the Proven website, 

http://www.provenenergy.co.uk/ ). Try to answer any concerns they may have, 

such as noise otherwise they may object to your application when the local authority 

contacts them in their consultation process when deciding your application. 

3. Talk to your local planning department. Often your local authority will have a 

Duty Officer, either on the phone or in the Council offices. Try to meet them with a 

copy of your plans and any comments from your neighbours as well as any issues you 

foresee or have already resolved. 

4. Listen to your local planning department. If you have more then one option for 

the siting and design, allow the planning department to suggest which they think will be 

the best and follow their advice, this way you will be in a strong position when you 

submit your application and will have created a positive working relationship with the 

planning department 

5. Ward and Parish Councillors are there to represent you, both in the community 

and at planning committee. As you are to develop a structure that may not be common 

in your landscape, it may be useful to tell them of your plans and take on board their 

advice. 

Remember, your local installer may be able to give you an idea of how previous 

planning applications have been received by the planning department and the 

rates of success and failure. 
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The Planning Application 
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The documents: 

The planning application forms can be downloaded from your council’s website or by calling 

the council and asking for them to be sent out to you. They will send you everything you 

need, these will be: 

1. Planning application forms. 

These are forms you need to fill in which give details of you and what you would like 

to apply for. See Appendix 2 

2. Ownership declaration (A, B, C or D) 

There are different forms for this and can be a little confusing. Basically you will fill in 

Certificate A because you are the owner of the land 

3. Scale Drawings: 

Block Plan 

Location Plan 

Elevation plans 

4. Listed Building/ Conservation area consent 

If your development is in the curtilage of a listed building or a conservation area, you 

will also need to fill in the forms relating to this, remember to check with your 

council about this (there is no fee for this second application). 

Remember to check how many copies of everything you need to submit; often 

they will need 4 of everything! 

Whilst it is not required to make an application valid, a supporting statement should 

be submitted as an opportunity for you to further explain your proposal and put your 

case forward. This will also give you the opportunity to outline what pre-application 

consultation you have done, name the planning officer you dealt with and show that you 

have followed their advice as much as is technically possible, 

See Appendix 2 for an example of a completed application form and Appendix 3 for 

your supporting statement 
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Application Progression 

Once you have submitted your application, you will receive a receipt of payment and 

an acknowledgment letter or validation letter. To track your application, have a 

look at our flow chart on page 6. 

If after one week you have not been contacted you should contact the council 

to see you it is progressing. 

Often your case officer will come and see where you want to put the turbine. This is 

your opportunity to meet with the case officer, discuss your proposal and gain an 

understanding of their initial thoughts on your proposal. If you are not available to meet 

the planning officer, you do not have to be there but it is a good opportunity for you, 

remember planning is for the community and you are part of that community. 

 

Determination 

 

In some cases, often where there has been a mixed response to the officer’s 

consultation, the application will be called to planning committee where it will be 

presented by the planning department to the planning committee, made up of 

councillors. If this happens you and an objector may have the opportunity to comment 

on the proposal. The committee will then make their decision. 

 

If your application is approved, well done! However the planning 

department/ committee may feel your proposal will be better if they ask you 

to colour it or create some landscaping around it, if so they will put 

conditions on your approval letter. 
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Refused 

Often the reason for a refusal for this type of development will be in relation to: 

‘…Siting and appearance’ and/or 

‘…Having detrimental affect on the visual amenities’ and/or 

‘…Not in keeping with the area’  

Basically, the Local authority are saying that, in their opinion, the proposal will not fit in 

to where you are and it will not do the look of the place any good. The above quotes 

come from refusals, but there is no standard set of refusals across the country. A 

planning refusal will always reference local planning policies 

If your application is refused, this should not be a surprise if you have followed the 

advice here. 

When an application is refused you have two choices: 

1. Re-submit a new application with changes to the proposal based on the reasons for 

refusal. Or 

2. Appeal the decision through the planning inspectorate if you feel you had a strong 

case with your original application and you cannot change your proposal to better 

suit your planning department and their reason for refusal. (for example if they have 

refused it because they feel it will be dominating over a neighbour, try and move the 

proposal site) 
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Not Happy? 

Get in touch with us; if you want to appeal the decision or would like to submit a new 

application, you will have a team of experienced staff in this field working for you. 

You can find us by contacting the Planner at:  

 

Patrick Farfan Associates Ltd 

Theatre Building 

Carrington Business Park 

Carrington 

Manchester 

M21 4DD 

TEL: HELPDESK NUMBER 

Email: George.Oliver@PatrickFarfan.com 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
  
How do I find my Local Authority? 
 
Go to www.planningportal.gov.uk, find the tab for ‘local information’ then type in your postcode, this will give 
you your Council 
 
How long does the planning decision take? 
 
It should take no longer then 8 weeks from submission to determination 
 
Do I need to do pre-application consultation? 
 
No but the extra work will help when your application is submitted. 
 
What if the application is invalid? 
 
Your Local Council will contact you, telling you what error has been found. Then you should be able to 
rectify this by sending them the required information. 
 
My application is recommended for refusal, what should I do? 
 
You have two options, you can appeal the refusal once it has been decided or you can withdraw the 
application. You should only withdraw the application if you think you would not win at an appeal. In this case 
we would recommend you give us a call to decide. 
 
What heights are they?  
  
Proven 2.5kW Mast  Options: 6.5m or 11m 
Proven 6kW Mast  Options: 9m or 15m  
Proven 15kW Mast  15m & 25m 
  
What are the turbines made of?  
  
The turbines are all made of the same materials with only a few small exceptions. The blades on the 600W 
and 2.5kW turbines are polypropylene whereas the 6kW and 15kW blades are Twintex. Other than that the 
towers are all galvanised steel and the covers are polypropylene or hardened polypropylene.  
  
Why do the turbines look the way they do?  
  
Our turbines are all downwind, this means they blow around in the wind like a flag. This also means they 
need no tail, but we do need the triangular vane on the underside of the turbine to help it find its way in the 
wind.  

Do the turbines affect animals?  
  
The turbines do not affect animals at all. We have turbines on livestock and poultry farms, in a deer park, on 
nature reserves as well as equestrian centres.  
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What about birds? 
 

The RSBP supports sustainable development and renewable energies as it mitigates 
human induced climate changes. Studies carried out at existing wind farms shows 
collision rates to be less then one per year per turbine. When scaling this statistic to 
small-scale turbines, the collision rate will approach zero. 

 
 

The RSBP states: 
 
The available evidence suggests that appropriately positioned wind farms do not pose a

significant hazard for birds. However, evidence from the US and Spain confirms that 
poorly sited wind farms can cause severe problems for birds, through disturbance, 

habitat loss/damage or collision with turbines. 
 
It must be noted that this is in relation to wind farms and large-scale developments at that. 
  
Are there any problems with low frequency noise?  
  
There are no low frequency noise issues with our turbines.  
  
What space do I need to erect the turbines?  
  
Each turbine and tilt-up tower combination requires its own “footprint” on the ground. As a rough guide 
taking the tower height and multiplying it by 2.5 will give you an approximate length for the ground. The 
width would be the rotor diameter +2m to allow enough space for raising and lower. Guyed towers require 
more space however. Please contact the office for advice.  
  
Will the turbine affect my own or my neighbour’s property price?  
  
Chances are it will add value to your property. Your neighbour’s property prices should not be affected by 
the installation of your wind turbine.  
  
Do turbines interfere with electrical equipment?  
  
No interference whatsoever with electrical equipment.  
  
Do turbines interfere with telecoms, radio or TV equipment?  
  
Definitely not, we have a number of turbines at telecoms bases for O2, Orange , T-mobile and also a few TV 
repeater stations.  
  
Do the turbines produce radiation / electromagnetic fields?  
  
No radiation whatsoever and no electromagnetic fields to affect any equipment in the vicinity.  
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Appendix 1 

When putting together your supporting information, there may be some 

standard aspects you should address. Below are some statements that you can 

put directly into your application. These have been used in the example 

statement in Appendix 3: 

Noise 
 
‘Most of the noise associated with larger-scale wind turbines comes 
from the gearbox located inside the nacelle (head). The wind turbines 
designed by Proven have no gearbox; therefore there is no mechanical 
noise. 
 
Whilst this unique design means they are some of the quietest 
turbines on the market, they are not silent. The only noise that is 
audible will be the sound of the blades cutting through the air. This is a 
noise produced by all objects moving through the air. The blades 
designed by Proven are aerodynamically designed to produce the right 
level of lift for the optimum power production. This design allows the 
blades to cut through the air like a knife, therefore reducing noise 
levels.’ 
 
Proven Energy Ltd’s turbine blades rotate at a low ‘maximum’ rpm to 

further reduce noise levels; 500rpm-140rpm (600W-15kW) 
 

NB. There is more extensive data in regards to noise and Proven Energy ltd’s turbines 
that can be requested and used as you see fit 
 

   Ornithological 
 
The RSBP supports sustainable development and renewable energies 
as it mitigates human induced climate changes. Studies carried out at 
existing wind farms shows collision rates to be less then one per year 

per turbine. When scaling this statistic to small-scale turbines, the 
collision rate will approach zero. 
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The RSBP states: 
 

The available evidence suggests that appropriately positioned wind 
farms do not pose a significant hazard for birds. However, evidence 

from the US and Spain confirms that poorly sited wind farms can cause 
severe problems for birds, through disturbance, habitat loss/damage or 

collision with turbines. 
 
It must be noted that this is in relation to wind farms and large-scale 
developments at that. 
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Appendix 2 

An example of a completed planning application form. 

 

 

Note the area 
your 

development 
will take up: 

the total 
ground space 

Your 
address 

and 
contact 
details 

The place 
you Proven 
turbine will 

go

Write a small 
description of 

the Proven 
turbine to 

answer this 
question 

Tick the box which 
relates to new 

development as you 
are building 

something new 

Your Proven 
turbine will not 

impact on any of 
these things so you 

can tick no. 
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If you are not going to knock 
down any buildings for your 
proposal, the answer is no. 

You need to write what the land 
is used for in this box, such as a 

garden or car park 

You should 
not have any 

affect on 
these 

services 

You can 
refer to the 
Frequently 

Asked 
Question 
section to 

answer this; 
it depends on 

which 
turbine you 

are going for 

List the 
drawings 

here, either 
by number or 

by name

Answer Yes 
to this one 

Depending 
on your 

home, if it is 
a farm the 

answer is yes 

Sign here to 
confirm  that 
the owner of 

the land 
(you) 

actually 
owns the 

land! 

Write the fee 
you have put 

with the 
application 

(£135) 



19 

 

 

Tick ‘Other’ 
and add a 

brief 
description 

None of this 
should be 
relevant so 

you can 
answer No 

or state N/A
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A brief note is needed 
here to say the Proven 
turbine will always be 

working 

Say yes here 
if you have 
included a 
supporting 
statement  
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If your not using an agent you can 
ignore this part 
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Your name 
and address 

Write 
here 
that 
you 

own or 
rent 
the 
land 
etc 

Site address 
of the 

proposed 
Proven 

turbine (most 
probably 

your address) 

As before 
write a brief 
description 

of the 
proposal, the 

height, 
colour and 
its location 



23 
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As you own the land you do not need this document 
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You can ignore this one 
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This is you 
so ignore the 

rest 
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Appendix 3 

 

Your Supporting Statement 

 

We have put together an example of a supporting statement that you can use 

with your application. The text in red gives you an idea of what should be said 

and the topics you would be advised to look at. 

 

Name Mr. A. N. Other 

Address Theatre Building, Carrington Business Park, Manchester. M31 4DD 

Proposed 

Development 

1, 15m wind turbine 

Turbine 

Location 

The proposed site is in the rear garden of my property 

 

Pre-Application Consultation 

Neighbours 

Date 

01/21/07 

I spoke to my neighbours about my ideas of creating a renewable 
energy source on my land. I have had a lot of support for the 

proposal but one of my neighbours was concerned about how it 
would affect his views and tranquillity of his garden. Due to that I 
have worked with Proven to move the proposed turbine and have 
discussed with him issues relating to noise. My neighbour is now 

happy with my proposal 

Local 

Authority 

Date 

01/01/07 

I met with the Duty Officer before I submitted the appluication to 
get an informal opinion of the development. He/she commented that 

the proposal was in line with local planning policy and that the 
proposed siting seemed good. 
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Proposed Development 

The proposed development, as can be seen by the enclosed plans is the latest design in 
renewable wind power created by Proven. The wind turbine will be 15m high and the 

blades have a total diameter of 5.57m. 
This totally encapsulated, direct drive, permanent magnetic generator ensures that 

maintenance is kept to a minimum with very few moving parts. This type of system does 
not require a gearbox and therefore minimises noise levels considerably. 

 

Proposed Location 

The proposed site is my back garden at (ADDRESS). The boarder of my garden is 
characterised by mature trees, tall hedges with fields to the back of the property. To the 
north of my house is the main road, the A54; to the east is my neighbours’ property. 
Our houses are approximately 10m apart as is my neighbour to the west. The area is 
predominantly rural with houses of various styles, sizes and ages. The open countryside 
to the rear of my property drops away in elevation, giving an ideal location for a Proven 
wind turbine as the topography generates good wind velocities. 

 

 

National Planning Policy 

 

National Planning Policy 22 states: 

The development of renewable energy, alongside improvements in energy 

efficency and the development of combined heat and power, will make a vital 

contribution to these aims. The Government has already set a target to 

generate 10% of UK electricity from renewable energy source by 2010. The 

White paper set out the Government’s aspiration to double that figure to 

20% by 2020, and suggests that still more renewable energy will be needed 

beyond that date. The White Paper sets out policies to stimulate the 

development of new technologies to provide the basis for continuing growth 

of renewables in the longer term, to assist the UK renewable industry to 

become competitive in home and export markets and in doing so, provide 

employment. 
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Our proposal clearly complies with the above planning policy, as the Proven wind 
turbine is one of the most innovative types of renewable energies, using the latest 
technology to make it one of the most efficient and quietest on the market today. 

 

 

Noise 

Most of the noise associated with larger-scale wind turbines comes from the 
gearbox located inside the nacelle (head). The wind turbines designed by 
Proven have no gearbox; therefore there is no mechanical noise. 
 
Whilst this unique design means they are some of the quietest turbines on 
the market, they are not silent. The only noise that is audible will be the 
sound of the blades cutting through the air. This is a noise produced by all 
objects moving through the air. The blades designed by Proven are 
aerodynamically designed to produce the right level of lift for the optimum 
power production. This design allows the blades to cut through the air like a 
knife, therefore reducing noise levels.’ 

 

 

Siting 

The proposed site will mean the turbine will fit in well to the landscape as the 
surrounding trees will provide good screening and the innovative, minimal design will not 
have an adverse impact on the local area and neighbours enjoyment of their properties. 
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From right to left Proven 2.5kW on a 6.5m tower. Proven 6kW on 9m 

tower, 6ft tall man and a 15kW on 15m tower 
 

Conclusion 

Our proposed development fully embraces the guidelines set out in national planning 
policy and makes a positive contribution to the future needs of energy generation in the 
UK. We have consulted with our neighbours and the local authority in relation to the 
siting and appearance of our proposal and the responses have been positive. We would 
conclude that planning approval should be giving for our proposal and we appreciate 
your continued contact during the progress of our application 
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Contact Details 
 

Telephone: 0161 777 8007 Name: George 
Oliver Fax no: 0161 777 8087 

Address: Theatre 
Building, 
Carrington 
Business 
Park, 
Carrington, 
Manchester. 
M31 4DD 

Email 
Address: 

George.Oliver@PatrickFarfan.com

Signed:  Date: 06/08/2007 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Details 
 

Patrick Farfan Associates Ltd 

Theatre Building 

Carrington Business Park 

Carrington 

Manchester 
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M21 4DD 

TEL: HELPDESK NUMBER 

Email: George.Oliver@PatrickFarfan.com 

 
 

Proven Energy Ltd. 

Wardhead Park, Stewarton, KA3 5LH, SCOTLAND, UK 

www.provenenergy.com 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1560 485 570 

 
Useful Links 
 
To find your local authority: 
 
www.planningportal.gov.uk 
 
National Planning Policy 
 
www.communities.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 


